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Minutes of Meeting 

Minutes of the Annual General Body Meeting of the members of the Kanara Catholic Association 
held at 11.00 am on Sunday, September 30, 2018, on the Ground Floor Hall at the KCA Premises in 
Bandra (W), Mumbai 

 

Around 80 members were present at 11.00 am.  Since this was above the required quorum of30 
members, Sunil Alva, President, took the Chair and called the meeting to order. 

Note:  As per the attendance records, 117 members signed the attendance sheet; with some 
members leaving early or joining late, the average number of members present during the meeting 
was 80-90. 

 

Initial discussions 

Ms Lidvina Pereira, Managing Council member led the general body in an opening prayer. 

The Chairman then introduced the members of the Managing Council who were seated on the dais. 

The Chairman informed the members that this AGM was the last general body meeting being held 
during the term of the current office bearers and thanked the members for their support and 
goodwill over the past 3 years. 

The elections being held today would see a new team taking over and expressed confidence that 
whoever was elected would continue taking the KCA forward in a spirit of service the Kanarite 
community of Mumbai. 

The elections were being conducted by an independent returning officer (Mr Melwyn Pais) and his 
team and the voting, which had commenced at 10 am, was paused, to ensure that the agenda of the 
meeting could be taken up without any disturbance.   

The Chairman explained that, in consultation with the returning officer, it was decided that the 
voting would recommence after the first 3 agenda item were completed,  The AGM would be 
adjourned for an hour or so, and all those present for the AGM, as well as those members who came 
in late, would be given ample time to cast their votes. 

After the counting of ballots, the meeting would be reconvened and the results of the elections 
would be announced by the Returning Officer (Agenda item 4).  Thereafter, the last Agenda item 
‘Any other Business with the permission of the chair’ would be taken up. 

 

The Agenda of the meeting was then taken up. 

 

Agenda Item 1 

To confirm the minutes of the Annual General Body Meeting held on September 3, 2017 

The Chairman explained that as per the Rules & Regulations of the KCA, the minutes were approved 
by the Managing Council and circulated to all those who had attended the General Body meetings.  
Objections to the circulated minutes were to be sent in within the stipulated time of 14 days. 

Since there were no objections received, the Chairman suggested that the minutes of both the 
meetings be confirmed. 
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Mr Praveen Pereira raised a point of order that the Notice & Agenda for the 2017 AGM had gone 
under his name although he had informed the Managing Council that he would not attend the 
meeting.  The chairman stated that we would discuss this point under Agenda Item 5, ‘Any other 
Business with the permission of the chair’ as this was not related to the minutes under discussion. 

The following resolution was read out & put up on the projector, and approved by the members 
present. 

 

 "Resolved that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on September 3, 2017, circulated 
earlier to the members who had attended the meeting, be and are hereby confirmed & approved” 
 
 

Proposed By : Ms Josephine Vaz (V-3) Seconded By: Mr Nelson Pereira (P-26) 

 

For 64 Against 17 Abstained 1 

 

 

Agenda Item 2 

To consider and adopt the Report of the Council, the Auditors Report and the Statement of Accounts 
for the Financial Year ended March 31, 2017 

The Chairman stated that in the interest of greater transparency, a detailed report of the council was 
presented in a revamped Annual Report booklet and the disclosures in the Annual Report had also 
been improved with various additions to the schedules and the Notes to Accounts. 

The Accounts and Annual Reports from 1990 onwards, including the current year, were also 
available on the KCA website. 

The Chairman stated that certain queries on the Accounts had been received within the stipulated 
time-frame from a couple of members and he would put up the detailed responses on the projector 
for the benefit of all members present. 

Queries on Hall Income 

Q:  Ms Kranti Farias (F-3) had a couple of Queries related to Schedule J covering the Hall income of 
the KCA and wanted a break-up of the income of the various halls (Ground floor, 1st floor etc) as well 
as the break-up of income from members / non-members.  This information was sought for the past 
3 years 

A:  The detailed break-up of the hall income with member / non-member split was presented on the 
projector in the form of various tables and charts and the same was read out.  The hall income had 
increased by approx. 20-25% annually over the past 3 years and was an outcome of various factors 
including the repairs and upgrade of our facilities, the new Hall policy passed at the SGM in 2017 etc 

 

Q:  Mr Edgar Sylva (S-12) raised several Queries related to the Hall income including the break-up of 
hours of usage of each hall, list of bulk booking customers, whether rules were being followed by bulk 
booking customers etc 

A:  Since each query was quite long and detailed information was sought, the Chairman went 
through each of the answers with the back-up tables/ data on the projector.  The Chairman stated 
that some of the information and detailed break-ups sought fell within the realm of ‘Auditor Queries’ 
and are normally not asked at General body meetings.  Despite this, the details were put up on the 
projector and read out by the Chairman for the benefit of all present. 
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Queries on Hostel Income 

Q:  Mr Edgar Sylva (S-12) raised a couple of Queries related to the Hostel income including the 
month-wise break-up of hostelites residing in the hostel and income earned, average salaries of 
working hostelites etc 

A:  The detailed month-wise break-up of the hostel income and monthly charges was presented on 
the projector in the form of various tables and charts and the same was read out.  There was an 
average of 27 young men residing in the hostel during the year, 11 of who were working and the rest 
were students.  The average salary of working men was Rs 48,000 per month 

 

Ms Farias & Mr Sylva queried whether the information put up on the projector could be provided to 
them in writing.  The Chairman stated that the incoming office bearers could provide this and they 
could send a request letter for the same or could possibly visit the KCA office with prior appointment 
to view the details. 

There were certain other queries raised relating to the Hall and Hostel in the letters received from 
Ms Farias & Mr Sylva which did not pertain to the Accounts.  The Chairman explained that these 
queries would be addressed under Agenda Item 5 ‘Any other Business with the permission of the 
chair’.  This was agreed by the members concerned and the other members present 

Mr Stanislaus Machado (M-119) stated that he had prepared certain queries related to the Accounts 
and requested permission of the Chair to raise them.  The Chairman explained that all queries 
needed to be submitted in writing 7 days before the meeting.  This was clearly stated in the AGM 
notice sent out to members.  Since this was not followed, the Chairman requested Mr Machado to 
send in his queries separately to the incoming Managing Council.   

The following resolution was read out & put up on the projector, and approved by the members 
present. 

 

 “Resolved that the Report of the Council, the Auditor's Report, and the Statement of Accounts for 
the Financial Year ended March 31, 2018, be and are hereby confirmed & adopted" 

 

Proposed By: Mr John D’silva (P-44) Seconded By: Mr Lazarus Menezes (M-47) 

 

For 69 Against 15 Abstained 1 

 

Agenda Item 3 

To appoint a Statutory Auditor for the Financial Year ended March 31, 2019 and fix their 
remuneration. 

The Hon Treasurer, Mr Vernon Alvares pointed out that our auditors, M/s Gonsalves & Associates, 
have been auditing the accounts of the KCA since 2009 and had offered themselves for 
reappointment.   

The Managing Council recommended to the General Body to appoint M/s Gonsalves & Associates as 
Statutory Auditors for the next financial year as well i.e. Financial Year ended March 31, 2019. 

The following resolution was read out & put up on the projector, and approved by the members 
present. 
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"Resolved that M/s Gonsalves& Associates, Chartered Accountants, be and are hereby appointed 
as the Statutory Auditors of the Kanara Catholic Association for the Financial Year ending March 
31, 2019, at a remuneration to be finalised by the Managing Council" 

 

Proposed By: Ms Miriam Rodrigues (R-53) Seconded By: Mr Loy Menezes (M-50) 

 

For 71 Against NIL Abstained 6 

 

At 12.15 pm, on completion of Agenda item 3, The Chairman, with the concurrence of the Returning 
Officer of the Elections, adjourned the meeting for one hour to enable members who had come in 
late or had not voted to cast their votes. 

On completion of the voting, the Returning officer announced the closing of polling and the AGM was 
reconvened at 1.15 pm.  Since the counting of the votes was in progress, the Chairman, with the 
concurrence of the members present, decided to take up the discussions under Agenda item 5 

At 2.15 pm, the Returning Officer indicated that the counting was complete and that he was ready to 
Announce the Results of the Election as per Agenda item 4 

 

Agenda Item 4 

To have the Returning Officer announce the results of the elections for the 2018-2021 term for the 
posts of President, Sr. Vice President, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer. 

 
The Chairman announced that the Returning officer would announce the Election Results and the 
resolution for the same would be put forward for confirmation: 
 
 
"Resolved that the General Body hereby confirms the Election of the following Office Bearers of the 
Association for the years 2018 - 2021 as declared by the Returning Officer, Mr Melwyn Pais. 
 
 
Total No. of Members who voted  :  189 
 
No. of Valid Votes                              :  185           No. of Invalid Votes                   :  04 
 
 

 
 
VOTES SECURED 
 
For President : 
 
Mr Eric D'sa        139,         Mrs Kranti Farias                  44 
 
 
For Senior Vice President : 
 
Mr Arvind Pinto                   139,         Mr Walter Gonsalves          43 
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For Hon. Secretary :      
 

Mr Merwyn D'souza           129,        Mr Prashanth Pereira          54 
 
 
For Hon. Treasurer :    
 
Mrs Clara Menezes             138,        Mr Santosh Alvares              36,         Mr Francis Mascarenhas    9 
 
 

 
ELECTED 
 
President      :    Mr Eric D'sa 
 
Senior Vice President     :    Mr Arvind Pinto 
 
Hon. Secretary     :    Mr. Merwyn D'souza 
 
Hon. Treasurer     :    Mrs Clara Menezes 
 
 
The General Body thanked the Returning Officer for conducting the Elections in a thoroughly 
professional manner. 
 

 

Proposed By: Anil Martis (M-104) Seconded By: Leslie D’souza (D-98) 

 

Adopted Unanimously by all present 

 

 

Agenda Item 5 

Any other business which may be brought forward with the permission of the Chair. 

Note: As stated earlier, this Agenda item was taken up at 1.15 pm while the counting of votes was 
being done by the Returning Officer and his team of volunteers.  The following points were discussed: 

 

Letter on Hostel/Halls from Ms Jennifer Mirza (M-65) 

At the request of the member concerned, her letter regarding the use of the Yuvakalaya building and 
the conversion of the Hostel rooms on the first floor to Community Halls in 2006-07 was distributed 
to all present.  The reply of the Managing Council was also distributed. 

Ms Mirza explained the contents of her letter and the sadness and dismay that she felt when she 
saw that the Hostel rooms were converted to Halls and enquired whether the same could be 
reversed and restored back to Hostel Rooms. 

The reply of the Managing Council was also distributed to all present.  The hostel rooms on the 1st 
Floor were converted into community halls during the period 2006-2008, based on a resolution 
passed at the AGM held on September 25, 2005 ie 13 years ago.   
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Various members shared their views & opinions on this matter covering various aspects of its history 
from the time it was mooted in 1961 to the time it was inaugurated in 1969 and how it has evolved 
over the past 50 years. 

While there was no conclusion on the matter, it was felt that the KCA building is a community asset 
& putting it to use for the benefit of the community ought to be an objective of all members.  The 
Chairman stated that the incoming Managing Council could perhaps look at convening a separate 
SGM to discuss any changes to the current use of the building. 

 

Query on Hostel from Ms Kranti Farias (F-3) 

Ms Farias queried on what publicity has been given, and since when (Dates) about availability of 
accommodation in our Hostel 

The chairman provided the following details of ads placed in various publications in Managalore & 
Mumbai  

Publication` Date 

The Examiner 17 June 2017  

Divo 17 June 2017  

Secular Citizen 19 June 2017  

Mangalore  August 2017 

Daiji World 20 July 2018. 

 

Hard copies of the above Ads were also displayed on the projector 

Other than the above 

• Information available on KCA website 

• Information available on Just Dial website 

• 2 ads have been published in Amchi Khobor 

• Posters were put up in various Bandra parishes including St Andrews, St Peters, Mount 
Carmels, St Vincent Dr Paul 

• Posters were put up in St Andrew’s College in June-July 2017 and 2018 (at the start of the 
Academic year) 

 

Query on Hostel from Mr Edgar Sylva (S-12) 

A resolution passed in the 2005 AGM sought to restrict admission in the KCA Hostel only to 
hostelites of Kanarite origin and Mr Sylva queried as to why the same was not being followed. 

The Chairman pointed out that the KCA has enjoyed income tax exemptions u/s 12A of the Income 
Tax Act since 1976.  Given this fact, the provisions of Section 13 on the conditions of tax exemption 
u/s 12A were at risk of being violated if this resolution were to be implemented. 

It was pointed out that none of the Managing Councils since 2005 (including 2005-07 when he was 
President) implemented this resolution, as evidenced by the names of Hostel Residents from 2005 
till date.  Hostelites from all regions, religions, castes and communities have been welcomed to the 
KCA hostel since the time it was inaugurated in 1969 – and the same continues till today 
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Query from Mr Praveen Pereira (P-85) 

Mr Pereira pointed that in the notice to last year’s AGM (2017), the notice was sent out with his 
signature although he had sent an email to the effect that he would not be able attend the AGM on 
the agreed date and therefore would not sign the Notice. 

The Chairman explained that this matter pertained to the Annual Report booklet of 2017 and not the 
current year.  The e-mail from Mr Pereira was received after the booklet had gone to the printers 
and therefore the name was not changed in the notice. 

After some discussion, the Chairman agreed that a suitable corrigendum would be published in next 
year’s Annual Report booklet. 

 

Various queries from Mr Edgar Sylva (S-12) 

Mr Sylva had raised several queries (total 9 questions) on the appointment of an Architect and 
structural engineer to review various aspects of the KCA building including documentation, 
structural changes / audit, building drawings, FSI compliance etc. 

Detailed responses to each of the questions were put up on the projector and Chairman discussed a 
few of them verbally.  There was an exchange of views on various points by Managing Council 
members seated on the dais, Mr Sylva, and other senior members of the KCA. 

Being the KCA President from 1990-2007, Mr Sylva stated his views on various aspects of the 
building, structure, compliances etc since he was intimately involved in the running of the institution 
for 17 years.   

Given that the General Body had spent more than an hour discussing various topics under this 
Agenda item (Any other Business) it was felt that KCA Building and how it was used and 
administered (as it enters its 50th year), was an important point for discussion and perhaps the 
incoming office bearers can decide to call a Special General Body Meeting to discuss these points. 

Mr Sylva queried whether the answers to his queries put up on the projector could be provided to 
him in hard copy.  The Chairman stated that since he was demitting office at this AGM, the incoming 
office bearers should decide on this and he could send a request for the same. 

 

Note:  The discussions under Agenda Item 5 were concluded at 2.15 pm and the results of the 
elections were announced by the Returning Officer under Agenda Item 4 

 


